
PUBLISHED – Wednesday 30 October 2024

New EDMs

327 	 Thrums Vets

	 Tabled:	 29/10/24	 Signatories:	 1

Dave Doogan

That this House commends Thrums Veterinary Group on winning Animal Health Provider of the 
Year at the Scottish Agriculture Awards 2024; acknowledges the importance of this event in 
recognising achievements across the agricultural sector; notes that Thrums Vets have provided 
farm animal veterinary services across Angus and Perthshire for over 75 years; recognises the 
hard work and dedication of the Thrums Vets team in offering a full range of services to farming 
clients including state of the art equipment and technologies; recognises their ambition to 
ensure a steady stream of vets coming into the profession and notes their various programmes 
to this end, including the Vet School Preparation programme for young people interested 
in applying to vet school and the Foundations of Mixed Practice programme helping newly 
qualified vets transition away from studying to become independent, confident clinical vets; 
notes the excellent work of the Thrums Vets team in the Angus and Perthshire community; and 
wishes them every success.

 

Early Day Motions tabled on 
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328 	 Love NUL Business Awards 2024

	 Tabled:	 29/10/24	 Signatories:	 1

Adam Jogee

That this House notes that the Newcastle-under-Lyme business community came together to 
celebrate business excellence at the Love NUL Business Awards held on Thursday 24 October 
2024; congratulates all the winners at the Love NUL Awards Ceremony; acknowledges that the 
Hair House won the Beauty & Personal Care Business of the Year Award, Cappello Lounge won 
the Bar/Night Time Venue Award, Piccoloco won the Cafe of the Year Award, the Little Vic won 
the Classic Pub of the Year Award, Hollie’s Haberdashery won the Independent Business of the 
Year Award; San’s Funky Kitchen won the Market Trader of the Year Award, the Hair House won 
the New Business of the Year Award, Saferhand Care Solutions Ltd won the Professional Services 
Award, Dougie Mac won the Retailer of the Year Award, STOCK by FEASTED won Restaurant of 
the Year, Brampton Museum won the Visitor Attraction of the Year, Community Junction Cafe 
won the Love NUL Community Champion of the Year Award; recognises all the local residents 
from May Bank to Madeley and from Audley to Westbury Park who took part in the competition 
and voted; celebrates all the local businesses shortlisted for an Award; and recommits to 
supporting and championing the business community in Newcastle-under-Lyme.

 

329 	 Carlo Carini, Arbroath's Partisan

	 Tabled:	 29/10/24	 Signatories:	 1

Stephen Gethins

That this House remembers the life of Carlo Carini, Arbroath-born Italian partisan, on the 
anniversary of his murder by German Occupation forces in Piacenza, Italy, in October 1944; 
notes Carlo's significant contribution to Italy's liberation, his heroism against fascism which was 
recognised by the Commander of Allied Forces in Italy, General Alexander, and by the Italian 
Government who posthumously awarded Carlo the Silver Medal of Italy; highlights that Carlo 
and his family were very much part of the community in Arbroath; further highlights that Carlo 
was a skilled footballer in Arbroath and that he also played professionally in Italy; commends 
the work of the Carlo Carini memorial group and the ANPI (Associazone Nationale Partigiani 
d'Italia), in remembering and recognising the importance of Carlo's life and the cause for which 
he fought; thanks the ANPI for their ongoing and successful campaign to establish a youth 
football competition between teams in Arbroath and Piacenza; and gives thanks for the group's 
efforts to inspire a new generation thanks to Carlo's example.
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330 	 Support for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency

	 Tabled:	 29/10/24	 Signatories:	 20

Andy McDonald
Brian Leishman
Debbie Abrahams
Abtisam Mohamed
Richard Burgon
John McDonnell

Mary Glindon	 Ellie Chowns	 Ian Byrne	
Apsana Begum	 Zarah Sultana	 Grahame Morris	
Jon Trickett	 Jeremy Corbyn	 Neil Duncan-Jordan	
Shockat Adam	 Rebecca Long Bailey	 Kim Johnson	
Claire Hanna	 Dawn Butler

That this House expresses its regret at the passing of laws in Israel's Knesset which in effect 
denies the protections and means essential for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA), the largest humanitarian agency in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, to operate; 
believes there is no viable alternative to UNRWA to deliver aid necessary to Palestinian 
refugees; further believes such action by Israel will compound the suffering of Palestinians; 
and calls on the UK Government to take all necessary steps with the United Nations to ensure 
UNRWA can continue its work in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.

 

331 	 Dame Caroline Haslett and the 100th anniversary of the Electrical Association 
for Women

	 Tabled:	 29/10/24	 Signatories:	 1

Peter Lamb

That this House recognises, on the centenary of her founding of the Electrical Association for 
Women, the significance of Dame Caroline Haslett's contributions to the field of electrical 
engineering and the emancipation of women; notes that Dame Caroline was born in 1895, in 
Crawley in the county of West Sussex, and that she was a trailblazer in the emerging field of 
electrical engineering, believing that through harnessing the power of electricity women might 
be freed from the drudgery of domestic chores and enabled to take on new pursuits outside 
of the home; further recognises that she helped to set up the Women's Engineering Society in 
1919 and was the first editor of the Woman Engineer magazine; further notes that, in the 1920s, 
before the formation of the National Grid, she wired her St John’s Wood home and designed a 
square kettle and saucepan that could be used on an electrical hotplate; also recognises that, 
as electricity gained wider usage, Dame Caroline became a safety expert for the Government 
and, in 1947, she was the only female member of the Institution of Electrical Engineers 
committee that designed the BS1363 safety standard which three-pin plugs and sockets 
continue to use to this day; and also notes that, in later life, she took on a wide range of public 
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appointments, including as a member of the Crawley New Town Development Corporation, and 
passionately campaigned for the improvement of science education for girls.

 

332 	 Oliver Campbell wrongful conviction

	 Tabled:	 29/10/24	 Signatories:	 12

Kim Johnson
Apsana Begum
John McDonnell
Mrs Lorraine Beavers
Clive Lewis
Andy McDonald

Richard Burgon	 Grahame Morris	 Steve Witherden	
Jon Trickett	 Ian Byrne	 Brian Leishman

That this House welcomes the recent decision of the Court of Appeal to overturn the wrongful 
conviction of Oliver Campbell, who was convicted in 1991 and served over 11 years in prison; 
pays tribute to the tenacity and dedication of Oliver, his loved ones and his lawyers Michael 
Birnbaum KC and Glyn Maddocks KC, who have worked tirelessly for more than two decades 
to clear his name; notes that the Criminal Cases Review Commission was prepared to take a 
second look at this conviction and, on this occasion, decided correctly to refer this conviction to 
the Court of Appeal; regrets that the Court of Appeal did not carry out a thorough investigation 
of the activities and actions of the Metropolitan Police officers in 1990 who were instrumental 
in obtaining a false confession from Oliver Campbell, which led directly to his conviction; calls 
on the Government to launch an independent inquiry into the failings that led to this conviction 
and to publish its findings; and further calls on the Government to review the iniquitous rules 
governing the payment of compensation to those who have suffered a miscarriage of justice, 
which were introduced by the coalition Government in 2014, the effect of which is that only those 
who can prove beyond reasonable doubt that they are not guilty of the crime for which they 
were convicted can successfully claim compensation following a decision of the Court of Appeal 
to overturn their conviction.

 

333 	 360 years of the Royal Marines in the South West

	 Tabled:	 29/10/24	 Signatories:	 1

Ian Roome

That this House congratulates the Corps of Royal Marines on their 360th anniversary; 
recognises their contribution to the rich maritime heritage of the entire South West region, 
including at RM Chivenor, RM Stonehouse, RM Norton Manor, and CTCRM Lympstone among 
others; acknowledges the essential role that the Royal Marines have played in the defence of 
the UK during countless military operations around the world; and thanks serving and former 
Royal Marines for their dedication to duty.

 



5Wednesday 30 October 2024� Early Day Motions

334 	 30th anniversary of the Phoenix Cup

	 Tabled:	 29/10/24	 Signatories:	 1

Wendy Chamberlain

That this House celebrates the 30th anniversary of the Phoenix Cup, and that it is being hosted 
in the Home of Golf, St Andrews; recognises the fact that this is the world’s first fully inclusive 
international team event for disabled golfers; welcomes the over 30 male and female golfers 
from around Europe and the United States who are currently in St Andrews competing in the 
Phoenix Cup; acknowledges that an impressive 888 players of all ages with physical, sensory, 
or intellectual disabilities across 18 countries worldwide have participated in the event over the 
past three decades; and looks forward to the many years to come of the Cup.

 

335 	 Ann Veitch, 20 years’ service as a foster carer

	 Tabled:	 29/10/24	 Signatories:	 1

Alex Easton

That this House notes with admiration and appreciation the remarkable dedication shown by 
Ann Veitch from Bangor, Northern Ireland, who, in her 80s, is now in her 20th year as a foster 
carer; recognises that during these two decades, Ann has provided a loving home to over 30 
children, helping them thrive and grow; commends her for continuing to care for children even 
after her own children had grown up, and for being honoured for her outstanding contribution 
to fostering; acknowledges the significant role that foster carers like Ann play in improving the 
lives of vulnerable young people; and calls on the Government to provide greater support and 
recognition to foster carers across the UK to ensure that their vital work is sustained for future 
generations.

 

336 	 RAF Fauld explosion

	 Tabled:	 29/10/24	 Signatories:	 1

Jacob Collier

That this House remembers the lives tragically lost in the RAF Fauld explosion on its 80th 
anniversary, noting that this was the largest non-nuclear explosion in history and the largest 
explosion on British soil; recognises the enduring courage shown on that fateful day, which 
remains one of the most devastating events in the nation’s history; acknowledges the 70 
individuals who lost their lives on 27 November 1944, and the catastrophic damage near 
Hanbury, Staffordshire; expresses gratitude to the men and women whose service and sacrifices 
embody the highest ideals of bravery and resilience; and further remembers their commitment 
and recognises the profound pain and immense loss that continues to be felt by their families 
and the local community decades later.
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337 	 Glasgow 2026 Commonwealth Games

	 Tabled:	 29/10/24	 Signatories:	 1

Patricia Ferguson

That this House commends the City of Glasgow for stepping in to host the 2026 Commonwealth 
Games following the withdrawal of the Australian state of Victoria and following the successful 
hosting of the 2014 Commonwealth Games; acknowledges that the Games play an important 
role in highlighting the benefits of the Commonwealth, bringing people from across the world 
together around an exciting and popular sporting event, welcoming athletes from across 
the Commonwealth to the City, including to Glasgow West constituency which will host the 
athletics events in the Scotstoun Stadium; recognises that the Commonwealth Games not only 
bring benefits to the sports community, but provides economic benefits both to the host city, 
and to the surrounding region and marks an exciting opportunity for Glasgow to showcase its 
vibrant culture, rich history, and welcoming spirit on the global stage; notes the efforts that are 
already being made by Glasgow City Council and Glasgow Life, businesses and citizens as the 
city begins its preparations to host the Games; and further recognises that this endeavour will 
require all sectors of Government and society to lend their support, to ensure that Glasgow is 
able to deliver an event that continues the magnificent tradition of the Games.

 

338 	 Israeli Knesset decision to ban UNRWA

	 Tabled:	 29/10/24	 Signatories:	 2

Calum Miller
Luke Taylor

That this House expresses its deep concern at the Israeli Knesset’s vote to ban UNRWA; notes 
that this comes at a desperate moment in Gaza with a senior UN humanitarian official warning 
that the entire population of north Gaza is at risk of dying; further notes that, given the 
critical role played by UNRWA in distributing humanitarian aid within Gaza, this decision risks 
catastrophic consequences; urges the UK Government to accompany words of condemnation 
with consequences for breaches of international law; according urges the Government to 
implement sanctions against far-right Ministers Ben-Gvir and Smotrich for their incitement 
of violence against Palestinians by illegal settlers; further urges the Government to press for 
immediate access for humanitarian aid into Gaza; and calls on the Government to provide 
all necessary assistance, including aid, to UNRWA to alleviate the humanitarian crisis and 
ensure that the recommendations of the independent Colonna report are implemented as 
quickly as possible.
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339 	 Scotland Beyond Net Zero

	 Tabled:	 29/10/24	 Signatories:	 1

Martin Rhodes

That this House celebrates the launch of Scotland Beyond Net Zero’s (SBNZ) inaugural phase 
of seed funding for projects tackling climate change; further celebrates the effort of Scotland’s 
higher education Institutions in collaborating to use their research and development strengths 
to accelerate net zero targets; recognises the unique role of universities as vehicles for 
innovation in tackling the climate crisis; acknowledges that the seed funding has been awarded 
to eight innovative projects across six themes: food, finance, built environment, natural 
systems, energy and transport; commends SBNZ for allocating up to £15,000 to research 
projects, which will explore interdisciplinary solutions to complex climate issues; and looks 
forward to seeing SBNZ, and all projects awarded funding, continue to create positive change 
around Scotland’s beyond net zero future.

Added Names

Below are EDMs tabled in the last two weeks to which names have been added. Only the first 6 
names and any new names are included.

259 	 Death of Lord Leitch of Oakley

	 Tabled:	 16/10/24	 Signatories:	 8

Graeme Downie
Mary Kelly Foy
Katrina Murray
Richard Baker
Jim Shannon
Dr Scott Arthur

Kirsteen Sullivan

That this House notes with sadness the death of the Lord Leitch of Oakley; remembers that he 
grew up in a council house in Oakley in West Fife; recalls his success in setting up successful 
technology businesses employing thousands; believes he leaves a lasting legacy of public 
service and business success including his chairing of the Leitch Skills Review in 2006 which 
recommended policies to maximise economic growth, productivity and social justice; also 
believes that he never forgot his roots and connections in the mining villages of West Fife; and 
passes on its condolences to his family and friends on their sad loss.
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265 	 Establishment of the Women’s Caucus in Westminster

	 Tabled:	 17/10/24	 Signatories:	 49

Kirsty Blackman
Ellie Chowns
Dame Siobhain McDonagh
Christine Jardine
Liz Saville Roberts
Rachel Blake

Kirsteen Sullivan

That this House agrees to establish a Women’s Caucus in the UK Parliament, which is the 
women Members of Parliament working together to advance issues that disproportionately 
affect women; notes that there are women’s caucuses in the devolved nations of Wales, 
Northern Ireland and Scotland; further notes that now is the time to establish a Women’s 
Caucus which focuses on issues affecting women across the UK and within Parliament, and aims 
to find cross party solutions to these problems; and notes that this Parliament has the biggest 
cohort of women MPs in its history and marks a significant moment to drive forward gender 
equality not just within the UK Parliament but across the entire country.

 

278 	 Zoe’s Place and funding for children’s hospices

	 Tabled:	 21/10/24	 Signatories:	 32

Ian Byrne
John McDonnell
Richard Burgon
Kim Johnson
Rebecca Long Bailey
Zarah Sultana

Sammy Wilson

That this House notes its deep concern at the announcement that children’s hospice Zoe’s Place 
in Liverpool is at risk of imminent closure; applauds the phenomenal response to this shocking 
news in the city and thanks the huge charitable drive to raise £5 million by 9 November to save 
Zoe’s Place; notes its alarm that children’s hospices across the country are facing huge funding 
challenges; therefore calls on the Government to urgently put funding into children’s hospices, 
allowing Zoe’s Place and children’s hospices across the country to continue to care for seriously 
ill children and their families into the future; specifically calls on the Government to maintain 
and increase the £25 million Children’s Hospice Grant into the future and return it to being a 
centrally-distributed funding stream; and more broadly calls on the Government to review the 
funding of children’s hospices to ensure all seriously ill children and their families receive high 
quality care when and where they need it.
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279 	 Oscar Mayer strikes

	 Tabled:	 21/10/24	 Signatories:	 32

Steve Witherden
Andrew Ranger
John McDonnell
Jeremy Corbyn
Richard Burgon
Jon Trickett

Mr Adnan Hussain

That this House acknowledges the strike by hundreds of Oscar Mayer workers in Wrexham, 
protesting the company’s intention to alter contracts by removing fully paid breaks, eliminating 
enhanced payments, and ending days off in lieu for working bank holidays, changes which 
could cost workers up to £3,000 annually, whilst under the threat of fire and rehire tactics; 
commends the efforts of Unite the Union in advocating for its members and launching a multi-
million-pound legal case regarding potential breaches of the Employment Agencies Act 1973; 
and urges the Government to expedite the implementation of promised legislation banning fire 
and rehire practices.

 

283 	 Frozen pensions for UK citizens overseas

	 Tabled:	 21/10/24	 Signatories:	 19

Christine Jardine
Dr Roz Savage
Ian Sollom
Jim Shannon
Claire Hanna
Ayoub Khan

Andrew Rosindell

That this House notes the so-called frozen pensions policy; further notes this sees British 
overseas state pensioners living in certain countries denied access to index-linked uprating of 
the UK state pension; believes the level of the UK state pension paid should not be dependent 
on the pensioner’s country of residence in later life; acknowledges the scale of the injustice 
which sees 453,000 British state pensioners impacted by the policy, many of whom reside in 
Commonwealth countries such as Canada and Australia; notes that the cost of indexing all 
overseas state pensions without a retrospective uprating is estimated at approximately £50 
million in the first year; calls on the Government to index all overseas state pensions equally on 
a going-forward basis; and further calls on the Prime Minister to meet with affected pensioner 
and World War Two veteran Anne Puckridge, who is planning to travel from Canada to the UK 
this December, requesting a meeting on behalf of all those impacted by the policy.
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293 	 Avanti West Coast disruptions

	 Tabled:	 22/10/24	 Signatories:	 4

Tim Farron
Christine Jardine
Ayoub Khan
Cat Smith

That this House notes the ongoing disruption of train services operated by Avanti West Coast, 
particularly the frequent cancellation of services on the mainline north of Preston when there 
is disruption on the line in Scotland, even when it would be perfectly possible to run services 
to stations between Preston and the Scottish border; regrets the subsequent impact on train 
operations in Cumbria, north Lancashire and south west Scotland; notes that these disruptions 
have led to significant inconvenience for commuters, tourists, students and businesses relying 
on reliable transport links; urges the Secretary of State for Transport to work closely with 
Avanti West Coast to improve service reliability in Northern England; calls for compensation for 
affected passengers; and believes that Avanti should lose their franchise if they do not end the 
practice of unnecessarily cancelling services north of Preston.

 

295 	 Reductions in jobs and services at the BBC

	 Tabled:	 23/10/24	 Signatories:	 13

Rebecca Long Bailey
Grahame Morris
John McDonnell
Kim Johnson
Andy McDonald
Claire Hanna

Jon Trickett	 Ian Lavery

That this House greatly regrets the announcement of further new cuts to news and current 
affairs programming, resulting in a net loss of 130 employed posts; notes that, whilst the World 
Service itself is a valuable international service which needs secured funding, using it to replace 
domestic UK BBC radio listeners' overnight news risks displacing important domestic news from 
the cycle for minimal savings; further notes the loss of night shifts in the London newsroom, 
again impacting domestic news coverage; fears the impact of the BBC’s decision to cut frontline 
journalistic posts at a time when impartial news and information from our trusted public service 
broadcaster is vital; recognises that harm arising from these proposals will see a reduction in 
relevant, creative and accessible content offering audiences choice; further regrets the plan 
to axe the popular Hard Talk news interview slot; supports the calls from the National Union of 
Journalists that are urging the Government to commit to restore the direct financing of the vital 
work of the BBC World Service through the Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office 
budget; and calls on the Government to further ensure that future BBC licence fee settlements 
provide sufficient revenues to maintain high quality services without frequent rounds of cuts.
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302 	 Drug deaths

	 Tabled:	 23/10/24	 Signatories:	 10

Grahame Morris
Mary Kelly Foy
Andrew George
Ayoub Khan
Charlotte Nichols
Steve Witherden

Ian Lavery

That this House notes with alarm data released by the Office for National Statistics on 23 
October 2024 showing that a record 5,448 deaths related to drug poisoning were registered 
in England and Wales in 2023; further notes that the highest death rates are again in areas 
suffering greatest deprivation; recognises that the influx of highly potent synthetic opioids 
such as Nitazenes risks a rapid rise in drug deaths; and calls on the Government to tackle the 
crisis by committing to long-term sustainable funding for drug treatment in the autumn budget 
and future spring spending review, continuing to implement the recommendations of Dame 
Carol Black’s independent review of drugs, and accelerating the availability of naloxone, the 
lifesaving antidote to opioid overdose.

 

307 	 Glasgow’s 850th birthday

	 Tabled:	 23/10/24	 Signatories:	 9

Patricia Ferguson
Mary Kelly Foy
Dr Scott Arthur
Jim Shannon
Kirsteen Sullivan
John Grady

Elaine Stewart	 Martin Rhodes	 Ayoub Khan

That this House notes that Glasgow will celebrate the city’s 850th birthday in 2025; recognises 
that this is a significant milestone for the city which will mark the anniversary of Glasgow 
becoming a burgh; acknowledges the preparations that are underway to mark this special year 
and harness the opportunities it provides; welcomes plans to develop a year-long programme 
of inclusive events and activities across Glasgow to mark this anniversary, delivering 
memorable moments for all the city’s communities and enhancing Glasgow’s reputation 
across the country and world; encourages communities, individuals and businesses across the 
city to take the opportunity to participate in this important year for the city, whether through 
organising or participating in a community event, helping to deliver a successful programme of 
events as a Glasgow 850 volunteer, or using the anniversary year to showcase the products and 
services offered by local businesses; notes that the glasgow850.com website has been launched 
to provide more information on the celebrations and how people can get involved; and looks 
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forward to an anniversary year that celebrates the city’s rich history and success, particularly in 
the last fifty years, and inspires a better, sustainable future, for the next fifty years.

 

311 	 150 years of Heart of Midlothian Football Club

	 Tabled:	 28/10/24	 Signatories:	 6

Dr Scott Arthur
Ian Roome
Jim Shannon
Graeme Downie
Kirsteen Sullivan
Richard Baker

That this House notes that Heart of Midlothian Football Club, Hearts, celebrates its 150th 
anniversary in 2024; recognises the club's rich history, including its many successes in Scottish 
football, its passionate fanbase of Jambos, and its contribution to the local community via 
the Big Hearts Community Trust; notes its status as the UK’s largest fan-owned football club; 
commends the club's commitment to youth development; respects that the club cherishes 
its links with McCrae's Battalion, with many fans making the pilgrimage to Contalmaison on 
the Somme each year; and wishes Heart of Midlothian Football Club continued success in the 
years to come.

 

312 	 75th anniversary of NATO

	 Tabled:	 28/10/24	 Signatories:	 7

Luke Myer
Luke Akehurst
Tim Roca
Jim Shannon
Graham Leadbitter
Sir Julian Lewis

Lillian Jones

That this House marks the formation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (in 1949; 
recognises NATO as the cornerstone of global security and of the collective defence of 
democracy, liberty and the rule of law; reaffirms its unshakeable commitment to the alliance 
in an increasingly volatile world; and calls on the Government to ensure major defence 
programmes meet Britain’s NATO obligations.
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313 	 Supporting business growth in Leicestershire

	 Tabled:	 28/10/24	 Signatories:	 2

Shivani Raja
Jim Shannon

That this House commends Leicester for being recognised as the UK’s most entrepreneurial 
city, with one of the highest rates of new business creation in the country; acknowledges the 
essential role that entrepreneurs across Leicester and Leicestershire play in strengthening the 
UK economy through job creation, innovation, and community development; celebrates the 
diverse and resilient business communities across the region, reflecting the drive and creativity 
of local residents; and calls on the Government to support Leicester’s entrepreneurial spirit 
and encourage business growth throughout Leicestershire by investing in initiatives that foster 
sustainable development, support young entrepreneurs, and position the region as a model of 
economic vitality nationwide.

 

314 	 360th anniversary of the Royal Marines

	 Tabled:	 28/10/24	 Signatories:	 12

Luke Myer
Luke Akehurst
Mr Jonathan Brash
Tim Roca
Ian Roome
Jim Shannon

Tonia Antoniazzi	 Lillian Jones	 Graham Leadbitter	
Sir Julian Lewis	 Dr Scott Arthur	 Will Stone

That this House congratulates the Corps of Royal Marines on the 360th anniversary since its 
formation on 28 October 1664; recognises its continued vital operations as an elite amphibious 
fighting force; thanks all Royal Marines officers, commandos and reservists who have risked 
their lives to defend our values; and pays tribute to all who have served our country by sea 
and by land.

 

315 	 East Sussex Wildlife Rescue Ambulance Service 40th anniversary

	 Tabled:	 28/10/24	 Signatories:	 3

James MacCleary
Ian Roome
Jim Shannon

That this House congratulates East Sussex Wildlife Rescue Ambulance Service (WRAS) on 
reaching its 40th anniversary; recognises the outstanding contribution WRAS has made since 
1983 in providing essential wildlife rescue and rehabilitation services across East Sussex; 
acknowledges the critical role played by its volunteers, whose dedication and passion have 
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enabled WRAS to respond to thousands of wildlife emergencies each year; notes the invaluable 
support WRAS provides in caring for injured and distressed animals, from hedgehogs to seals, 
through its purpose-built wildlife hospital and network of rehabilitation sites; appreciates the 
impact WRAS has had on educating the public on wildlife protection and fostering compassion 
for local wildlife; and extends sincere thanks to all staff, volunteers, and supporters for their 
tireless efforts over four decades, ensuring the wellbeing of wildlife across the region.

 

316 	 Shaqayeq Nejah, Moray College UHI Student of the Year 2024

	 Tabled:	 28/10/24	 Signatories:	 3

Graham Leadbitter
Jim Shannon
Kirsteen Sullivan

That this House commends the remarkable achievements of Shaqayeq Nejah, who was named 
the University of the Highlands and Islands, Moray, Student of the Year 2024; notes that her 
award comes in spite of the efforts of the Taliban Regime in Shaqayeq’s native Afghanistan, who 
have overseen extreme moves to implement the prohibition of education for women and girls; 
praises her efforts, not just in securing her own degree, but in assisting other refugees while 
in the UK and becoming a powerful advocate for equality; and wishes her all the best in her 
continued academic journey toward becoming a radiographer.

 

317 	 30th anniversary of West Lothian 50+ Network

	 Tabled:	 28/10/24	 Signatories:	 5

Kirsteen Sullivan
Jim Shannon
Patricia Ferguson
Elaine Stewart
Mary Kelly Foy

That this House celebrates the 30th anniversary of the West Lothian 50+ Network; notes their 
goal to make the rest of life, the best of life; thanks the volunteers who have achieved 30 years 
of community activities and events; commends the efforts of the current committee in arranging 
activities and celebrations during the 30th anniversary year; applauds the Network in attracting 
around 700 members through social and charity events; welcomes the variety of activities 
supporting 70 hobbies and interests groups; further welcomes the opportunities offered by the 
Network to visit cultural epicentres such as the birthplace of Robert Burns, Edinburgh’s Usher 
Hall, and the Kelpies; further applauds the Network’s frequent charity events and educational 
sessions with local services; acknowledges the importance of social activities in strengthening 
community bonds in difficult times; recognises the importance of creating a dedicated hub of 
activities for those over fifty; believes the West Lothian 50+ Network is a role model for fostering 
community; and wishes the West Lothian 50+ Network every success in the coming years.
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318 	 Prize-winning Bennie Museum Weavers

	 Tabled:	 28/10/24	 Signatories:	 5

Kirsteen Sullivan
Jim Shannon
Patricia Ferguson
Elaine Stewart
Mary Kelly Foy

That this House congratulates the Bennie Museum Weavers on winning first place at the Royal 
Highland Show 2024; congratulates the efforts of the Bennie Museum Weavers producing their 
own high-quality tweed and mastering their craft; recognises the skilled technical knowledge 
involved in their craft; thanks the Bennie Museum Weavers for keeping alive an innately Scottish 
and fond tradition; and wishes the Bennie Museum Weavers the very best in the future. 

 

319 	 120th anniversary of Balbardie Primary School

	 Tabled:	 28/10/24	 Signatories:	 5

Kirsteen Sullivan
Jim Shannon
Patricia Ferguson
Elaine Stewart
Mary Kelly Foy

That this House recognises the 120th anniversary of the primary school’s central role in 
educational, social and cultural life in Bathgate; further recognises Balbardie Primary School 
as a great source of history, pride, success and inspiration for the town of Bathgate; notes the 
impressive architectural prominence of the Balbardie Primary School building which has seen 
thousands of students pass through its halls; commends the continued high-quality and wide-
ranging learning opportunities offered to pupils; welcomes the longstanding role of Balbardie 
Primary School in wider Bathgate community life, including its impressive float over the years in 
the annual Bathgate Procession, fundraising efforts and commitment to parent engagement in 
how the school is run; applauds the efforts of the pupils, staff, parents and carers in organising 
a celebration of education in Bathgate, organising whole-community celebrations including a 
float procession, multimedia exhibition of memories, and creative opportunities for children; 
and wishes the very best to the future doctors, nurses, teachers, fire-fighters, police officers, 
entrepreneurs and politicians who will pass through the doors of Balbardie Primary School.
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320 	 Deputy Lieutenant Eunice Simpson and West Lothian African Women’s Network

	 Tabled:	 28/10/24	 Signatories:	 6

Kirsteen Sullivan
Jim Shannon
Graeme Downie
Patricia Ferguson
Elaine Stewart
Mary Kelly Foy

That this House recognises the hard work and vision of Eunice Simpson and the West Lothian 
African Women’s Network; congratulates Eunice Simpson on her appointment as Deputy 
Lieutenant of West Lothian; recognises the appointment as ground-breaking with Eunice 
Simpson as the first black person to hold this title; congratulates the West Lothian African 
Women’s Network on their recent Bathgate Africa-Scottish EXPO sharing culture, food, music, 
and dance; supports the continued efforts of the Network to promote business opportunities, 
support families and education, combat loneliness, and foster community cohesion; 
welcomes the work of the network promoting Black History education in schools and creating 
opportunities for cultural exchange; recognises the contribution of black women across 
West Lothian in helping vulnerable people, organising of community events, running local 
businesses, and working in public service; and wishes Eunice Simpson and the West Lothian 
African Women’s Network the very best in all their future endeavours.

 

321 	 30th anniversary of Drugs, Alcohol and Psychotherapies Limited

	 Tabled:	 28/10/24	 Signatories:	 3

Richard Baker
Jim Shannon
Mary Kelly Foy

That this House congratulates Drugs, Alcohol and Psychotherapies Limited (DAPL) on its 30th 
anniversary; notes that having originated in Buckhaven in 1994, the charity is now a Fife-wide 
service; recognises that the organisation’s counselling service was recently re-accredited 
by the British Association for Counselling and Psychotherapy, evidencing the high quality of 
work undertaken by the charity; further notes that DAPL offers free and confidential one-to-
one counselling to school pupils in the region, and also to adults affected by substance use; 
celebrates the charity’s history of innovative and ground breaking work which has been sector 
leading; praises the organisation’s professionalism while ensuring that the organisation is very 
much rooted in the community; and thanks their board, staff and volunteers for their continued 
dedication and excellent work.
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322 	 Retirement of Johnnie Walker

	 Tabled:	 28/10/24	 Signatories:	 2

Jim Shannon
Dr Scott Arthur

That this House notes the retirement of Johnnie Walker, after 58 years of radio; highlights his 
show on BBC Radio 2, Sounds of the 70s, a much loved programme enjoyed by so many across 
Northern Ireland; further notes that his final show contained messages from his wife Tiggy and 
Sir Rod Stewart, before Walker ended by telling listeners: may we walk into the future with our 
heads held high and happiness in our hearts; underlines his significant career in British radio 
which has spanned almost six decades and that he has been host of the BBC Radio 2 show from 
2009 and before that from 1999, co-hosted BBC Drivetime; thanks him for his dedication to UK 
radio over the last 58 years; and sends him best wishes for his retirement.

 

323 	 80th anniversary of the Northern Ireland Cadet Force

	 Tabled:	 28/10/24	 Signatories:	 2

Jim Shannon
Jim Allister

That this House celebrates the 80th anniversary of the Northern Ireland Cadet Force; notes that 
over 200 cadets and 50 adult volunteers from Northern Ireland gathered last week in Ballyclare 
to acknowledge the occasion; further notes that Ballyclare was the first location in Northern 
Ireland to establish an Army Cadet detachment in late 1943; highlights that the Cadets 
Organisation has grown to around 3,000 cadets across two battalions in Northern Ireland 
and at least 400 volunteers; underlines the Cadets Organisation encourage young people to 
be better citizens and go on to have careers in the armed forces, police or fire service; further 
highlights the skills and knowledge that young people will pick up in the cadets and carry 
through with them for the rest of their lives; thanks all Cadets leaders for their dedication to 
supporting young people be the best they can be; and wishes the Cadets Force across Northern 
Ireland all the best for the future.

 



18 Early Day Motions� Wednesday 30 October 2024

324 	 Ticket offices and station staff

	 Tabled:	 28/10/24	 Signatories:	 18

Cat Eccles
Grahame Morris
John McDonnell
Rachael Maskell
Cat Smith
Mary Kelly Foy

Jim Shannon	 Ayoub Khan

That this House notes that 31 October 2024 marks one year since the Conservative Government 
scrapped plans to close nearly 1,000 ticket offices and cut around 2,300 station staff jobs; 
commends the campaign led by the RMT union, alongside many groups including those 
representing disabled and older people, which resulted in an unprecedented response to the 
public consultation; notes with concern that research, which was commissioned by the previous 
Government and undertaken in early 2023, was suppressed despite showing clear support for 
ticket offices and station staff; welcomes the current Government’s release of the research, 
which found that more than half of respondents said having a ticket office at the station they 
travel from is important and that 81% of respondents said staff presence was important for 
ensuring their safety; further notes that older respondents, who were also more likely to have no 
smartphone internet access, use only cash or have a health condition affecting their mobility, 
hearing or dexterity, had the highest preferences for buying tickets at ticket offices; understands 
that the rail industry’s Passenger Demand Forecasting Handbook identifies staffed ticket offices 
as having a positive impact on passenger demand over Ticket Vending Machines alone; is 
concerned at reports that new stations already in development, including those with significant 
projected passenger footfall, are being built without ticket offices; and therefore calls on the 
Government to ensure that new stations are built with ticket offices and are staffed.

 

325 	 Scrutiny of Gulf Cooperation Council trade with Russia

	 Tabled:	 28/10/24	 Signatories:	 2

Clive Jones
Jim Shannon

That this House welcomes the negotiation of new free trade agreements; is concerned that 
the countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council have failed to support UK-led sanctions against 
Russia since its full-scale invasion of Ukraine; is further concerned that some of these countries 
have in fact increased trade with Russia during this period; notes that in the absence of a 
comprehensive trade policy it is unclear the extent to which the Government plans to factor this 
into the UK's trade relations with these countries; and urges the Government to offer assurances 
that companies and entities from these countries involved in the circumvention of sanctions on 
Russia will not be given preferential access to UK market.
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326 	 Reformation Day on 31 October

	 Tabled:	 28/10/24	 Signatories:	 3

Mr Gregory Campbell
Jim Shannon
Jim Allister

That this House notes that 31 October is historically known as Reformation Day, recognising that 
on that day in 1517 Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-five Theses to a church door in Wittenberg, 
Germany, drawing attention to a number of practices that had been prevalent in Roman 
Catholic doctrine for millions of people across much of Europe; and further notes that massive 
fundamental change religiously, commercially and politically can be traced back to Luther, a 
humble monk whose actions helped to galvanise freedom of religious expression, which then 
swept across much of northern and western Europe, and that many of those freedoms have 
spread across much of the globe in the 500 years since.
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