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The House met at 11.25 am.

Prayers

1	 Message to attend His Majesty

Message from His Majesty delivered by the Lady Usher of the Black Rod:

Mr Speaker, The King commands this Honourable House to attend His Majesty 
immediately, in the House of Peers.

The Speaker, with the House, went up to attend His Majesty. When the Speaker and the 
House returned, the House was suspended.

The Speaker resumed the Chair at 2.30 pm.

2	 Taking of the Oath or making of the Affirmation

The following Members took and subscribed the Oath, or made and subscribed the 
Affirmation required by law:

Right honourable Jonathan Neil Reynolds for Stalybridge and Hyde

Right honourable Sir Charles Geoffrey 
Cox

Torridge and Tavistock

Right honourable Andrew William 
Murrison

South West Wiltshire

3	 Speaker's Statement: Duties and responsibilities of honourable Members

4	 Outlawries Bill

A Bill for the more effectual preventing Clandestine Outlawries was read the first time 
and ordered to be read a second time.

5	 Chairman of Ways and Means and Deputy Speakers

Ordered, That, for the period up to the first sitting day following the election of the 
Deputy Speakers under Standing Order No. 2A, Sir Edward Leigh be Chairman of Ways 
and Means, Dame Siobhain McDonagh be First Deputy Chairman of Ways and Means and 
Sir Christopher Chope be Second Deputy Chairman of Ways and Means.—(Lucy Powell.)
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6	 King’s Speech

The Speaker reported His Majesty’s Speech and directed that it be entered in the Journal, 
as follows:

My Lords and Members of the House of Commons,

My Government will govern in service to the country.

My Government's legislative programme will be mission led and based upon the 
principles of security, fairness and opportunity for all.

Stability will be the cornerstone of my Government's economic policy and every decision 
will be consistent with its fiscal rules. It will legislate to ensure that all significant tax 
and spending changes are subject to an independent assessment by the Office for 
Budget Responsibility. Bills will be brought forward to strengthen audit and corporate 
governance, alongside pension investment.

Securing economic growth will be a fundamental mission. My Government will seek 
a new partnership with both business and working people and help the country 
move on from the recent cost of living challenges by prioritising wealth creation for 
all communities. My Ministers will establish an Industrial Strategy Council. It is my 
Government's objective to see rising living standards in all nations and regions in the 
United Kingdom.

My Ministers will get Britain building, including through planning reform, as they seek to 
accelerate the delivery of high quality infrastructure and housing. They will also pursue 
sustainable growth by encouraging investment in industry, skills and new technologies.

My Government is committed to making work pay and will legislate to introduce a new 
deal for working people to ban exploitative practices and enhance employment rights. It 
will seek to establish the appropriate legislation to place requirements on those working 
to develop the most powerful artificial intelligence models.

My Government believes that greater devolution of decision making is at the heart of a 
modern dynamic economy and is a key driver of economic growth and my Ministers will 
introduce an English Devolution Bill. Legislation will be introduced to give new powers to 
metro mayors and combined authorities. This will support local growth plans that bring 
economic benefit to communities.

A Bill will be introduced to allow local leaders to take control of their local bus services. 
My Ministers will bring forward legislation to improve the railways by reforming rail 
franchising, establishing Great British Railways and bringing train operators into public 
ownership.

Taken together these policies will enhance Britain's position as a leading industrial 
nation and enable the country to take advantage of new opportunities that can promote 
growth and wealth creation.

My Government recognises the urgency of the global climate challenge and the new 
job opportunities that can come from leading the development of the technologies of 
the future. It is committed to a clean energy transition which will lower energy bills for 
consumers over time. A Bill will be introduced to set up Great British Energy, a publicly 
owned clean power company headquartered in Scotland, which will help accelerate 
investment in renewable energy such as offshore wind. Legislation will be brought 
forward to help the country achieve energy independence and unlock investment in 
energy infrastructure. A Bill will be introduced to support sustainable aviation fuel 
production. My Government recognises the need to improve water quality and a Bill will 
be introduced to strengthen the powers of the water regulator.

My Government will seek to strengthen the border and make streets safer. A Bill will be 
introduced to modernise the asylum and immigration system, establishing a new Border 
Security Command and delivering enhanced counter terror powers to tackle organised 
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immigration crime. Legislation will be brought forward to strengthen community 
policing, give the police greater powers to deal with anti social behaviour and strengthen 
support for victims.

Measures will be introduced to improve the safety and security of public venues and help 
keep the British public safe from terrorism. My Government will bring forward plans to 
halve violence against women and girls.

My Ministers will seek to raise educational standards and break down barriers to 
opportunity. Action will be taken to get people back in employment following the impact 
of the pandemic. A Bill will be introduced to raise standards in education and promote 
children’s wellbeing . Measures will be brought forward to remove the exemption 
from Value Added Tax for private school fees, which will enable the funding of six and 
a half thousand new teachers. My Government will establish Skills England which will 
have a new partnership with employers at its heart, and my Ministers will reform the 
apprenticeship levy.

Legislation will be introduced to give greater rights and protections to people renting 
their homes, including ending no fault evictions and reforming grounds for possession. 
Draft legislation will be published on leasehold and commonhold reform.

A Bill will be introduced to establish an independent football regulator to ensure greater 
sustainability in the game and strengthen protections for fans.

My Government will improve the National Health Service as a service for all, providing 
care on the basis of need regardless of the ability to pay. It will seek to reduce the waiting 
times, focus on prevention and improve mental health provision for young people. It 
will ensure mental health is given the same attention and focus as physical health. My 
ministers will legislate to modernise the Mental Health Act so it is fit for the twenty first 
century. A Bill will be introduced to progressively increase the age at which people can 
buy cigarettes and impose limits on the sale and marketing of vapes. My Ministers will 
also legislate to restrict advertising of junk food to children along with the sale of high 
caffeine energy drinks to children. A draft Bill will be brought forward to ban conversion 
practices.

My Government will take steps to help rebuild trust and foster respect. Legislation 
will be brought forward to introduce a duty of candour for public servants. A Bill will 
be introduced to establish a statutory Armed Forces Commissioner to act as a strong 
independent champion for our gallant Armed Forces and their families.

Legislation on race equality will be published in draft to enshrine the full right to equal 
pay in law.

My Government will strengthen its work with the devolved governments in Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland so that the best outcomes possible are delivered for citizens 
across the United Kingdom. My Ministers will establish a new Council of the Nations and 
Regions to renew opportunities for the Prime Minister, heads of devolved governments 
and mayors of combined authorities to collaborate with each other.

My Government will continue to support the political institutions and devolved 
government in Northern Ireland. In consultation with all parties, measures will be 
brought forward to begin the process of repealing and replacing the Northern Ireland 
Troubles (Legacy and Reconciliation) Act 2023.

Measures to modernise the constitution will be introduced including House of Lords 
reform to remove the right of hereditary peers to sit and vote in the Lords. My ministers 
will strengthen the integrity of elections and encourage wide participation in the 
democratic process.

The Government will propose a modernisation committee of the House of Commons 
which will be tasked with driving up standards, improving work practices and reforming 
procedures.
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My Government will ensure a strong defence based on the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation's common values of individual liberty, democracy, human rights and the 
rule of law. Its commitment to NATO will remain unshakeable. It will maintain a strong 
Armed Forces, including the nuclear deterrent. To ensure that the United Kingdom's 
defence capabilities are matched to the changing nature of global strategic threats, my 
Government will conduct a Strategic Defence Review.

My Government will continue to give its full support to Ukraine and its people and it 
will endeavour to play a leading role in providing Ukraine with a clear path to NATO 
membership.

My Government will seek to reset the relationship with European partners and work to 
improve the United Kingdom's trade and investment relationship with the European 
Union. My Ministers will seek a new security pact to strengthen cooperation on the 
mutual threats faced by the United Kingdom and the European Union.

My Government will play its part in trying to secure long term peace and security in the 
Middle East. It is committed to a two state solution with a safe and secure Israel alongside 
a viable and sovereign Palestinian state.

Later this week, my Government will host the European Political Community meeting 
at Blenheim Palace. The Queen and I look forward to our Visit to Samoa alongside the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in October, and our Visit to Australia.

Members of the House of Commons

Estimates for the public services will be laid before you.

My Lords and Members of the House of Commons

Other measures will be laid before you.

I pray that the blessing of Almighty God may rest upon your counsels.

7	 King’s Speech (Motion for an Address)

Motion made and Question proposed, That an humble Address be presented to His 
Majesty as follows:

Most Gracious Sovereign, 

We, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland in Parliament assembled, beg leave to offer 
our humble thanks to Your Majesty for the Gracious Speech which Your Majesty has 
addressed to both Houses of Parliament.—(Peter Dowd.)

The Deputy Speaker announced a time limit on backbench speeches (Standing Order No. 
47(1)).

Ordered, That the debate be now adjourned.—(Gerald Jones.)

Debate to be resumed tomorrow.

8	 Adjournment

Subject: Adequacy of health services in rural areas (Jamie Stone)

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn.—(Gerald Jones.)

Adjourned at 9.34 pm until tomorrow.
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Other Proceedings

Select Committees: Formal Minutes

9	 Select Committees (publication of formal minutes)

Ordered, That, in this Session of Parliament, the formal minutes of any select committee, 
together with the formal minutes of any sub-committee which they may appoint, may be 
published from time to time.

Sir Lindsay Hoyle
Speaker

Papers Laid

Papers presented and delivered to the Votes and Proceedings Office on the 
undermentioned dates under Standing Orders No. 158 and No. 159:

Other papers

Wednesday 10 July

1	 Treaty Series No. 41 (2024)

Convention, adopted at Geneva on 20 February 2023, on the International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora – Amendments to the Appendices (by 
Command) (CP 1104) (Secretary David Lammy)

2	 Treaty Series No. 42 (2024)

Convention, done at Gandhinagar on 17 to 22 February 2020, on the Conservation of 
Migratory Species of Wild Animals – Amendments to the Appendices (by Command) 
(CP 1105) (Secretary David Lammy)

Thursday 11 July

3	 Justice

(1) Report of the Prisons and Probation Ombudsman for 2022–23 (by Command) (CP 1106) 
(Secretary Shabana Mahmood)

(2) Report of the Prisons and Probation Ombudsman for 2023–24 (by Command) (CP 1107) 
(Secretary Shabana Mahmood)

4	 Treaty Series No. 43 (2024)

Agreement, done at Minsk on 18 March 2019, between the Government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of the Republic 
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of Belarus concerning International Motor Vehicle Carriage (by Command) (CP 1108) 
(Secretary David Lammy)

5	 Treaty Series No. 44 (2024)

Agreement, done at Lisbon on 12 June 2019, between the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and the Portuguese Republic Regarding the Participation in 
Local Elections of Nationals of Each State Resident in the Other’s Territory (by Command) 
(CP 1109) (Secretary David Lammy)

Papers presented or laid upon the Table on Wednesday 17 July

Papers subject to Affirmative Resolution

6	 Criminal Law

Draft Criminal Justice Act 2003 (Requisite and Minimum Custodial Periods) Order 2024 
(by Act), with an Explanatory Memorandum and an Impact Assessment (by Command) 
(Secretary Shabana Mahmood)

Other papers

7	 Church Commissioners

Report of the Church Commissioners for 2023 (by Measure) (Secretary Shabana 
Mahmood)

8	 Health Service Commissioner

Report and Accounts of the Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman for 2023–24, 
with the Report of the Comptroller and Auditor General (by Act), to be printed (HC 11) 
(Clerk of the House)

9	 Pharmacy

Report, Fitness to Practise Report and Accounts of the General Pharmaceutical Council for 
2023–24 (by Statutory Instrument) (Secretary Wes Streeting)

10	 National Health Service

Report and Accounts of Chelsea and Westminster Hospital NHS Foundation Trust for 
2023–24 (by Act) (Secretary Wes Streeting)

11	 Supply Estimates 2024–25

Central Government Supply Estimates: Main Supply Estimates (by Command), to be 
printed (HC 139) (Darren Jones)


