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New EDMs

301 Right to Buy

Tabled: 19/01/24  Signatories: 1
Caroline Lucas

This House notes that around 2 million council homes in England have been sold off to private
individuals well below market value since the inception of the Right to Buy in 1980; further notes
these homes were built using public money to create an essential collective asset fundamental

to the post WWII settlement; believes Right to Buy has been abused by property speculators and
has decimated precious social housing stock as successive governments failed to replace the social
homes being lost; supports the 2022 UK Housing Review conclusion that Right to Buy was a strategic
failure; is concerned that the state is now giving billions in housing benefit to private landlords
that should be invested in building new council housing; recognises the link between Right to Buy
and national house price bubbles, the harmful commodification of housing, housing inequality and
shortages for people on low incomes, the current homelessness crisis and record rates of children
living in temporary accommodation; further believes that council housing needs to be provided
and safeguarded for the housing needs and wellbeing of current and future generations; welcomes
the abolition of Right to Buy in Scotland and Wales; and calls on the Government to protect

and strengthen social housing by following suit in England, at the same time as investing in an
ambitious programme to build new council homes.

302 Muirtown Primary School

Tabled: 19/01/24  Signatories: 1
Drew Hendry

That this House commends Muirtown Primary School on their ongoing commitment to creating a
positive and inclusive learning environment for their pupils; recognises they have won numerous
awards for their efforts including a Silver Pearson’s Award for Digital Innovation, Silver Rights
Respecting Schools Award, Digital Schools Award, Cyber Resilience and Internet Safety Award,
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Digital Wellbeing Award, School of the Year and their teacher Beth Fuller won Teacher of the
Year at the Highland Hero Awards; notes that most recently they created artwork to demonstrate
their passion for climate change, which was showcased at an event in the House of Commons;
congratulates them for their successes; and wishes them continued success for the future.

303 Access to medications

Tabled: 19/01/24  Signatories: 1
Jon Trickett

That this House expresses its dismay at reports that there is a shortage of diabetes and other
medication in the UK; notes that some GP surgeries are unable to prescribe the type 2 diabetes
drug Ozempic at all due to shortages; further notes that this shortage has been linked with the
drug being used off-prescription by people without diabetes for weight loss purposes; highlights
the awful situation those with diabetes have been put in, including a constituent in Hemsworth
who has been left without diabetes medication since September 2023; further highlights media
reports that some medications will face shortages until the end of 2024; notes the Association of
Independent Multiple Pharmacies statement which said the shortage of medication to treat the
likes of epilepsy, ADHD and diabetes, as well as some cancer drugs and hormone replacement
therapy was the worst that we have ever seen; also notes the National Pharmacy Association’s
warning that this has led to community pharmacy teams being put under pressure with some
patients rationing medication; highlights the fact that drugs such as Ozempic are being sold online
for nearly £200, 1765% more than the cost of an NHS prescription; and ,whilst noting that a new
“National Patient Safety Alert” has been issued by NHS England and the Department for Health and
Social Care to address supply, urgently calls on the government to address the shortage and ensure
the pharmaceuticals industry provides medication to those who need it.

Added Names

Below are EDMs tabled in the last two weeks to which names have been added. Only the first 6
names and any new names are included.

242 Compensation for Equitable Life policyholders

Tabled: 8/01/24 Signatories: 37
Dr Philippa Whitford
Ronnie Cowan
Patricia Gibson
Kirsten Oswald
Deidre Brock
Martyn Day

Drew Hendry

That this House recognises the financial, personal and social impact on policy holders following
the collapse of Equitable Life Assurance Society; calls on the Treasury to ensure that all of the 1.5
billion pounds set aside for the Equitable Life Payments Scheme, is distributed to Equitable Life
policyholders who suffered financial loss due to regulatory maladministration; and further calls
on the Treasury to establish a fair distribution of payments following detailed consultation with
policyholders and their representatives.
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243 Pension restitution for women born in the 1950s

Tabled: 8/01/24 Signatories: 55
Kim Johnson
Claudia Webbe
Sir Jeffrey M Donaldson
Claire Hanna
Jim Shannon
Mick Whitley

Nadia Whittome Paul Blomfield Jeremy Corbyn

That this House welcomes the positive interventions from so many hon. Members from across
the House on behalf of women born in the 1950s who have suffered pensions loss through the
targeting of their pension rights; pays tribute to constituents and campaigners in their ongoing
fight for justice; recalls that women born in the 1950s were subject to discriminatory laws; and
encourages the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions to join mediation, noting there are no
impediments to doing so.

248 Scotch whisky industry

Tabled: 8/01/24 Signatories: 9
Wendy Chamberlain
Jim Shannon
Mr Alistair Carmichael
Jamie Stone
Christine Jardine
Sarah Dyke

Richard Thomson

That this House welcomes the £7.1 billion per year contributed in added value to the UK economy
by the Scotch whisky industry producing high-quality and internationally successful brands sold

to 180 markets around the world; recognises that 75% of the Scotch whisky industry's gross

value added is generated in Scotland, supporting 41,000 jobs and a further 25,000 across the UK;
further welcomes the over £2 billion of investments made by the industry over the last five years;
believes the Scotch whisky industry plays a crucial role in Scotland’s ambition to grow its exports,
in attracting visitors from overseas to its world-leading visitor experiences, and in decarbonising
operations and reaching net zero by 2045; and wishes everyone involved in Scotland’s iconic
Scotch whisky industry continued success as they continue to play an integral role in communities
throughout Scotland.

253 Sub-postmasters

Tabled: 8/01/24 Signatories: 86
Kate Osborne
lan Byrne
lan Mearns
Richard Burgon
John McDonnell
Clive Efford

Drew Hendry

That this House notes the increased awareness of the life-changing injustices experienced by sub-
postmasters throughout the Horizon scandal; further notes it is now known as the most widespread
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miscarriage of justice in British history; notes with concern that sub-postmasters have served
custodial sentences, suffered bankruptcy for offences they did not commit and many have died
before seeing justice; expresses concern that the actions of the Post Office and the Government
have prolonged this crisis and added barriers to justice being achieved; further notes that the
Post Office has repeatedly been exposed for having given out false and misleading information
throughout this scandal and should play no part in determining who is entitled to compensation
or how much they should get; and strongly urges the Government to take action to ensure full
compensation is paid, the remaining convictions are looked at en masse, that justice prevail for all
postmasters and that those responsible for this gross miscarriage of justice are held accountable.

256 Scottish Government's industrial strategy

Tabled: 8/01/24 Signatories: 24
Douglas Chapman
Jonathan Edwards
Chris Law
Ronnie Cowan
Anne MclLaughlin
Stewart Hosie

Drew Hendry

That this House recognises the UK's low growth, poor productivity and high debt economy which
has been a feature of the UK's economic demise over many decades; now welcomes the recent
statement by Scotland's First Minister to establish an industrial strategy to help reverse the most
negative impacts of UK economic policy on the people of Scotland, while rejecting the mantra of
the Governor of the Bank of England which warned the people across the UK to prepare to be
poorer; supports the First Minister of Scotland's statement on the Scottish economy which would
focus on (a) joining the EU to have unfettered access to the world's largest single market, (b)
creating a dynamic government ministry to drive industrial policy and build consensus across sectors
and institutions and (c) committing to large scale public investment in key areas of comparative
advantage; and further recognises that Scotland, as an independent country, would have all the
ingredients, skills and valuable resources to be a successful, high growth, high wage, modern
economy and a member of the EU where the national mantra would be prepare to be prosperous.

260 NellyBoxes CIC

Tabled: 9/01/24 Signatories: 5
Kirsten Oswald
Jim Shannon
Angela Crawley
Alison Thewliss
Chris Law

That this House congratulates NellyBoxes CIC based in East Renfrewshire on their award of two
grants from the National Lottery Community Fund; understands that NellyBoxes was founded

in 2019 by Nicola McGowan who unfortunately experienced nine miscarriages over a period of

six years; highlights that NellyBoxes provides a range of self-care boxes to parents who have
experienced baby loss to support them at this most difficult time; notes the first National Lottery
Community Fund grant of £10,000 will be used to continue the delivery of NellyBoxes’ hugely
important baby bank, distributing basic goods such as baby clothes, toiletries, nappies, and milk
with no need for referral; notes that this service operates from the Auchenback Resource Centre

in Barrhead; further appreciates that the second grant of £9,998 will be used by NellyBoxes to
engage young people in and around the Barrhead area in an entrepreneurship project, encouraging
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the young people to design, produce and market retails goods which will be sold at local shops;
applauds the commitment of all involved with NellyBoxes and commends the fantastic work they
do; and wishes NellyBoxes CIC the best with all its future endeavours.

262 Michael Kirkum and the Points of Light award

Tabled: 9/01/24 Signatories: 3
Patricia Gibson
Jim Shannon
Chris Law

That this House congratulates Michael Kirkum on recently receiving the Points of Light award
from the Prime Minister; notes that this award recognises his work as an outstanding volunteer
campaigning to raise money to secure Christmas gifts for children in Crosshouse University Hospital
and other children’s groups, which has seen him dubbed as a real-life Santa Claus; applauds Michael
for his work over the last decade, supporting local children, spreading joy to those spending
Christmas in hospital; appreciates that his work has been so successful that he has expanded

his efforts to include Easter as well, which in 2023 saw him completing his twelfth Easter egg
appeal; commends Michael’s work with local businesses to help secure donations and his tireless
organisation of local collection points for gifts; admires the fact that in 2023 Michael enjoyed this
most successful Christmas appeal ever as he reached the admirable milestone of delivering over
20,000 gifts to children; further notes Michael’s fundraising through marathon challenges over

the last thirty years through which he has raised thousands of pounds for charity; and commends
Michael’s inspiring commitment to improving the lives of children in his community in Kilwinning
and across Ayrshire.

264 Occupied Palestinian Territories and arms exports to Israel

Tabled: 10/01/24  Signatories: 5
Richard Foord

Sarah Dyke

Wendy Chamberlain
Munira Wilson
Rachael Maskell

That this House notes with deep concern the number of lives lost in the Israel-Gaza conflict;
recognises tensions involving other actors in the wider region; expresses fear for those remaining
hostages in Gaza, and for the hundreds of thousands of innocent Palestinians who do not share
Hamas' objectives and who need humanitarian aid urgently; reaffirms the belief that we need
movement to a political solution that guarantees security for Palestinians and Israelis; further
notes with concern possible breaches of International Humanitarian Law by Israel in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories; condemns a failure by all sides to use distinction between combatants and
civilians; expresses its concern that UK arms supplied to Israel may have been used to commit
breaches of International Humanitarian Law; resolves to improve parliamentary scrutiny of the
UK'’s control of arms exports; urges the UK Government to introduce a presumption of denial for
arms exports to governments listed as human rights priorities in the Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Office’s annual human rights report; further recognises that the Israeli Government,
the Palestinian Authority and Hamas are listed within the Occupied Palestinian Territories section of
the 2022 FCDO human rights report; calls on the UK Government to use all political and diplomatic
powers to halt arms supplied to Hamas from Iran and other actors that are hostile to Israel; and
condemns the arming of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad and Hezbollah by Iran and other actors that
are hostile to Israel.
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266 UEFA European Football Championship 2024 fanzones

Tabled: 10/01/24  Signatories: 6
Douglas Chapman
Alison Thewliss
Jonathan Edwards
Jim Shannon
Christine Jardine
Chris Law

That this House calls on the Government to support, via local councils in England and the
administrations in Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland, a special fund which would assist local
communities to create safe and engaging fanzones for the UEFA European Football Championship
matches being held in Germany between 14 June and 14 July 2024; congratulates both Scotland
and England who have qualified for the finals; wishes Wales good luck as they are involved in the
playoffs which could still see them qualify for the finals; recognises that, due to the cost of living
crisis, some football fans may not be able to afford to travel to Germany and many others will

be unsuccessful in obtaining tickets for any of the matches as they will be in high demand; and
encourages the Government to evaluate this proposal for stay at home fans and to begin discussions
with local government in England and other governments with devolved powers to explore how
such an initiative might be best delivered.

267 Flood resilience

Tabled: 11/01/24  Signatories: 4
Sarah Dyke
Tim Farron
Wendy Chamberlain
Rachael Maskell

That this House is concerned by the impact of flooding caused by the recent Storm Henk following
a year of frequent flooding in many parts of the UK; supports calls for extreme weather resilience
plans to be in place for all communities in identified catchment areas; notes the significant impact
flooding has on people’s mental health and the anxiety it can cause; recognises that some of

the most vulnerable people in society are unequally affected by flooding; understands that the
increased cost burden on homeowners damaged by flood damage through increased insurance or
uninsurable homes is significant; and calls on the Government to increase Environmental Agency
funding in order to increase the flood resilience of communities across the UK.

268 Hosting refugees and asylum seekers: Council Tax Single Person Discount

Tabled: 11/01/24  Signatories: 2
Sir Mike Penning
Rachael Maskell

That this House calls on the Government to amend the Council Tax (Additional Provisions for
Discount Disregards) Regulations 1992, so that refugees and asylum seekers with leave to remain
being hosted in their home by a person living alone are disregarded for the Council Tax Single
Person Discount; and notes that this is already the case for Ukrainian citizens permitted to stay in
the United Kingdom under the Homes for Ukraine Sponsorship Scheme.
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269 Holocaust Memorial Day

Tabled: 11/01/24  Signatories: 13
Bob Blackman
Sir Mike Penning
Alison Thewliss
Jonathan Edwards
Dr Lisa Cameron
Jim Shannon

Rachael Maskell

That this House notes that on 27 January 2024 the UK will observe Holocaust Memorial Day on

the anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi concentration and death camp Auschwitz-Birkenau;
further notes that the UK will come together to remember the 6 million Jewish men, women and
children who were murdered and the millions of other victims of Nazi persecution; pays tribute

to the Holocaust survivors, including many who share their testimony day in, day out, to ensure
the horrors of the past are never forgotten; thanks the Holocaust Educational Trust for its work to
educate every person from every background in the UK about the Holocaust and its contemporary
relevance; pays tribute to the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust for organising the national Holocaust
Memorial Day event; and urges all Right hon. and hon. Members to observe this day and to pledge
to speak out against antisemitism, which in recent months has risen exponentially and which needs
to be tackled head on.

271 Proceedings instituted by South Africa against the State of Israel at the
International Court of Justice

Tabled: 11/01/24  Signatories: 18
Hywel Williams
Liz Saville Roberts
Ben Lake
Dr Philippa Whitford
Claire Hanna
Caroline Lucas

Rachael Maskell

That this House recognises the continuing violence in Gaza which has resulted in over 23,000
deaths; welcomes South Africa’s request for provisional measures by the International Court of
Justice to prevent acts of genocide; urges the Government to carefully consider the application as
it upholds its duty to prevent genocide under the 1948 Genocide Convention and actively avoid
complicity; continues to support those in the UK calling for an immediate ceasefire, the release of
Israeli hostages and Palestinian prisoners and an end to the siege; and calls upon Israel to observe
any resulting binding provisional measures aimed at protecting the human rights of Palestinians,
including the cessation of fire.
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274 Winter food collection in Midlothian

Tabled: 15/01/24  Signatories: 4
Owen Thompson
Jim Shannon
Christine Jardine
Chris Law

That this House recognises the Tesco winter food collection project between November and
December 2023; applauds the generosity of customers in Midlothian who donated 5,394 meals;
acknowledges that two million meals’ worth of long-life food items were donated in stores

across the country; further recognises that donations to the Trussell Trust help food banks provide
emergency food parcels, while donations to FareShare support thousands of frontline local charities;
thanks people in Midlothian for their immense generosity and support; and wishes the scheme
every success in the future.

277 10th anniversary of Creatovators

Tabled: 15/01/24  Signatories: 4
Amy Callaghan
Jim Shannon
Christine Jardine
Chris Law

That this House celebrates the 10th anniversary of Creatovators in East Dunbartonshire; thanks

the organisation for a decade of unwavering commitments to supporting children on the autistic
spectrum and their families; commends Creatovators for their invaluable work that has significantly
enhanced the lives of so many by fostering a brighter and more inclusive future; acknowledges

the profound impact the organisation has had over the past 10 years in shaping a path towards a
better quality of life for those it serves; thanks Creatovators for their tireless work and dedication to
create positive and transformative experiences for children living with autism; notes that promoting
a better quality of life for primary-aged children on the autistic spectrum and their families is both
commendable and essential; and wishes Creatovators all the very best in the years to come.

278 Mairi Valentine

Tabled: 15/01/24  Signatories: 3
Amy Callaghan
Jim Shannon
Chris Law

That this House commends the outstanding dedication and fundraising efforts of Mairi Valentine,
a remarkable individual who, following her diagnosis of Multiple Sclerosis, organised a heart-
warming Christmas light turn-on at her home in Westerton, raising over £1,500 for the MS Society;
recognises Mairi's exceptional commitment to raising awareness of MS and her determination to
make a positive impact in the lives of those affected by the condition; applauds the creativity and
community spirit demonstrated in the organisation of the Christmas light display, which not only
brought joy to the local community but also successfully raised vital funds for ongoing research
and support for MS patients; extends heartfelt appreciation to Mairi Valentine for embodying

the spirit of compassion, resilience, and generosity in the face of personal challenges; encourages
the continued support and awareness-building efforts for MS, fostering a sense of unity and
solidarity in the fight against this debilitating condition; and calls on hon. and Rt hon. Members to
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join in congratulating Mairi Valentine for her selfless contributions to the wider community and
the MS cause.

279 150th Anniversary of St. Ninian's High School, Kirkintilloch

Tabled: 15/01/24  Signatories: 3
Amy Callaghan
Jim Shannon
Chris Law

That this House warmly congratulates St. Ninian’s High School Kirkintilloch on reaching its
remarkable milestone of 150 years of excellence in education and service to the community; notes
that, founded in 1974, St. Ninian’s High School has been a beacon of education, enlightenment
and community service in East Dunbartonshire; celebrates the school’s rich history, unwavering
commitment to academic excellence and integral role in shaping the lives of generations of students
in East Dunbartonshire; recognises St. Ninian’s High School’s outstanding achievement in being
honoured with the Scottish Education Award in 2017 which underscores the school’s dedication to
innovation, inclusivity, and high standards; also notes that St. Ninian’s High School demonstrated
exemplary commitment to creating a positive learning environment, fostering community
engagement, and achieving excellence in education; commends St Ninian’s High School and wishes
staff and pupils well on its next chapter; expresses optimism for its continued success; and hopes
that the school community continues to thrive and inspire for many more years to come.

282 Pastor lain and Elizabeth of King's Church, Aberdeen

Tabled: 16/01/24  Signatories: 2
Kirsty Blackman
Chris Law

That this House honours Pastor lain and Elizabeth of King's Church, Aberdeen for 20 years of
leadership and dedication; recognises their work brought faith and enrichment to the community;
and wishes them and their family the best for the future.

284 Journalists in Gaza

Tabled: 16/01/24  Signatories: 25
Grahame Morris
John McDonnell
Claire Hanna
Chris Stephens
Liz Saville Roberts
Jeremy Corbyn

Rachael Maskell

That this House is profoundly shocked and saddened by the deaths of over 85 journalists and other
media workers in Gaza since the Hamas attacks of October 7, with many more critically injured,
missing or in detention without trial; believes that journalists in Gaza are the only ones standing
between the truth and a total media blackout and that, without their work, the world would not
bear witness to these atrocities; is alarmed by reports from the Palestinian Journalists Syndicate
and the International Federation of Journalists that a further 80 press and media institutions were
targeted by Israeli bombing, being totally or partially destroyed in Gaza; calls on the Government
to urge the Israeli authorities to desist from targeting journalists or media organisations in these
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deadly attacks and accept the need to help de-escalate the cycle of violence which has resulted in
the mass slaughter of civilians and a humanitarian catastrophe.

285 Big Garden Bird Watch 2024

Tabled: 16/01/24  Signatories: 3
Jim Shannon
Mohammad Yasin
Rachael Maskell

That this House notes the 2024 Big Garden Bird Watch, the world's largest garden survey, in which
thousands of nature lovers take part to help build a picture of how garden birds are faring every
year; highlights that across the UK over half a million people took part in the Garden Watch 2023,
counting 9.1 million birds with house sparrows taking the top spot followed in second place by
blue tits; further notes that in the last 60 years we have lost 38 million birds from UK skies and that
song thrush numbers are down by 80% since the survey first started in 1979; and thanks the RSPCA
for organising this survey and for encouraging people across the whole of the UK to do our part to
learn more about the environment we live in.

287 Water quality in Sri Lanka

Tabled: 16/01/24  Signatories: 6
Munira Wilson
Sarah Dyke
Claudia Webbe
Wendy Chamberlain
Mr Gregory Campbell
Rachael Maskell

That this House expresses concern regarding water quality in northern Sri Lanka; is concerned by
reports stating that the Sri Lankan Government refused to allow independent assessments of water
quality in the region; notes that the consumption or use of water contaminated by waste oil has
been linked to many diseases and birth defects; calls for steps to be taken to allow all citizens in
northern Sri Lanka, the majority of whom are Tamils, to have access to clean drinking water; calls
for the area around the Chunnakam power plant complex to be subjected to a full independent
investigation; believes that organisations responsible for pollution of ground water in Chunnakam
should have a duty to carry out remedial works; and further believes that all citizens affected by
water contamination should be provided with competent medical follow-up and be compensated
adequately by the Sri Lankan Government.
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288 Deaths of journalists in Gaza

Tabled: 16/01/24  Signatories: 14
John McDonnell
Mary Kelly Foy
Jonathan Edwards
Claire Hanna
Tahir Ali
Jeremy Corbyn

Rachael Maskell

That this House expressers its extreme concern at the mounting and unprecedented death toll
of journalists in Gaza; notes that the independent Committee to Protect Journalists has recorded
the death of 82 journalists in this conflict since October 2023; welcomes the support provided by
the National Union of Journalists for the efforts of the International Federation of Journalists

to promote the safety of journalists; and urges the International Criminal Court to expedite its
investigation into the evidence submitted of the systematic targeted attacks on journalists by
Israeli forces.

292 Young Lives vs Cancer

Tabled: 17/01/24  Signatories: 4
Paul Girvan
Mr Gregory Campbell
Jonathan Edwards
Rachael Maskell

That this House notes the Young Lives vs Cancer report entitled Running on Empty which explores
the costs that young cancer patients and their families face when travelling for treatment; expresses
concern at the finding in the report that it costs young cancer patients and their families on average
£250 per month and, depending on their location, can be far higher in some cases; expresses strong
concern that, consequently, 27 per cent are having to cut back on food, 20 per cent are falling
behind in paying bills, 20 per cent are having to sell their possessions, 10 per cent are having to
delay or miss treatment and, in some cases, are having to give up their homes as they are unable

to meet housing costs; further notes the report's conclusion that the current support available

is inadequate with only 12 per cent of families receiving any support to cover travel costs; and
supports Young Lives vs Cancer's call for the establishment of a Government-funded young cancer
patient travel fund to address this unfairness.

293 Angus gin

Tabled: 17/01/24  Signatories: 6
Dave Doogan
Kirsten Oswald
Richard Thomson
Dr Philippa Whitford
Drew Hendry
Chris Law

That this House congratulates the Gin Bothy on their gin being selected for this year’s Oscars
nominee gift bags; commends the growth of this multi-award-winning business trading from Glamis
in the heart of Angus and propelled by its founder Kim Cameron’s leadership and vision; welcomes
Gin Bothy’s use of locally-sourced ingredients; celebrates their expansion to larger production
premises in Forfar; highlights their growing order book and international success in markets in

11
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Europe and the US; and values their contribution to the immensely important food and drink
economy in Angus and Scotland.

295 Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency

Tabled: 17/01/24  Signatories: 5
Grahame Morris
Jon Trickett
Mick Whitley
Mohammad Yasin
Rachael Maskell

That this House is dismayed at the complacency and obstinacy of the Driver and Vehicle Standards
Agency (DVSA) management in its implementation of the flawed Driver Services Recovery
Programme; notes concerns raised by the Public and Commercial Services (PCS) union that the
programme poses significant safety risks to examiners and candidates; further notes the strength of
feeling demonstrated by PCS members working for the DVSA across England, Wales and Scotland

in voting overwhelmingly for industrial action to protect the integrity of the driving test and their
existing terms and conditions; recognises the need to reduce the backlog of tests but insists that this
must not be at the expense of safety standards or the erosion of existing staff terms and conditions;
and urges Government intervention to bring the intransigent DVSA management back to the
negotiating table to address the union’s concerns and to seek a resolution to the dispute.

297 Pastel bakery, Midlothian

Tabled: 17/01/24  Signatories: 2
Owen Thompson
Chris Law

That this House congratulates Pastel bakery in Newtongrange, Midlothian, for their recent successes
at the prestigious World Championship Scotch Pie Awards; recognises their gold award for their
chicken and chorizo pie and silver for their steak pie; acknowledges how this is an incredible
accomplishment and a testament to the dedication, creativity and hard work put into their bakery;
applauds the bakery’s commitment to excellence, combined with an innovative approach and
attention to quality; further acknowledges how this award is a well-deserved recognition of the
Pastel’s team’s efforts and the exceptional experiences they provide to customers; and wishes Pastel
continued success and acclaim in the future.

298 Celebration of the birth and legacy of Robert (Rabbie) Burns

Tabled: 18/01/24  Signatories: 45
Allan Dorans
Dr Philippa Whitford
Alan Brown
Patricia Gibson
Stephen Flynn
Mhairi Black

Mary Kelly Foy

That this House notes and celebrates the 265th anniversary of the birth of Robert (Rabbie) Burns,
Scotland’s national bard, in Alloway on the 25 January 1759, regarded as a pioneer of the Romantic
literacy movement, and after his death became a great source of inspiration to the founders of
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both liberalism and socialism, a cultural icon in Scotland and among the Scottish diaspora, a poet
and lyricist who penned the words of Auld Lang Syne, which is sung across the globe on New Year’s
Eve, and wrote other poems and songs including Tam O’Shanter, Ae Fond Kiss, To a Mouse, Scots
Wa Hae, A Red, Red Rose and A Man'’s a Man for A’ That, and whose work has been translated into
more than 40 languages and his memory honoured by more than over 50 official statues including
in the United Kingdom, United States, Canada, New Zealand, Australia, Russia and Estonia, has had
his image portrayed on postage stamps, banknotes and coins in a number of countries and whose
life, works and immortal memory are celebrated at Burn’s Suppers across the world by millions of
people on 25 January every year.

299 Cervical Cancer Prevention Week 2024

Tabled: 18/01/24  Signatories: 12
Dr Philippa Whitford
Rachael Maskell
Sir Mike Penning
Richard Thomson
Drew Hendry
Ronnie Cowan

Patricia Gibson Brendan O'Hara Deidre Brock
Douglas Chapman Alan Brown Chris Law

That this House notes that 22 January marks the start of Cervical Cancer Prevention Week 2024,
which is an opportunity to highlight the vital importance of HPV vaccines and cervical screening
in the prevention of cervical cancer and their potential to thereby contribute to the elimination
of cervical cancer; acknowledges that there are significant inequalities in the uptake of cervical
screening and HPV vaccines; recognises the work of Jo's Cervical Cancer Trust in providing public
information and individual support; and encourages hon. Members to support Cervical Cancer
Prevention Week by raising awareness and sharing campaign resources with their constituents.

300 Public sector pay 2024-25

Tabled: 18/01/24  Signatories: 10
Beth Winter
lan Byrne
Dawn Butler
Richard Burgon
Chris Stephens
John McDonnell

Rachael Maskell Mary Kelly Foy Jon Trickett

That this House notes the Government's public sector pay remit letters to the Chairs of the

Pay Review Bodies published on 20 December 2023; further notes that their publication date

and request for a report by May 2024 is a month later than the previous pay round; notes the
Government request that Pay Review Bodies consider the historic nature of the 2023 to 2024 awards
and the Government's affordability position in concluding their settlement; recognises that public
sector workers have suffered significant real terms pay reductions since 2010 including through

a period of pay freeze from 2011 to 2013, a one per cent pay cap from 2013 to 2017 and record
inflation from 2022 to 2024; welcomes comments from the Institute for Fiscal Studies, the Institute
for Public Policy Research and the Institute for Government which counter assertions that public
sector pay awards drive inflation; urges the Government to make an inflation-proofed pay rise in
2024-25; and calls on the Government to implement a series of above-inflation pay rises over five
years to deliver pay restoration.
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